HAZRAT-I-A'LA JOINS THE ALLIES
so they encamped on the bank of a tank and sent a messenger to
inform the Nawwab of their arrival. As soon as Hazrat-i-Ala
heard the news, he divided the whole force (his own army and
the auxiliary forces) into two well-equipped groups, and started
for their rescue while the gawi-zamm began to tremble because
it had not enough strength to bear the heavy weight of his army.
Hazrat-i-Ala stood on the bank of the river named arsh-kalwah,i
which branches off from the Kaveri, towards the western side
of the fort and flows to the south; he noticed Husayn Dost
Khan marching with his army opposite the fort to obstruct the
reinforcements of the sarkar. Weighing the position by his
steady judgment and comprehension, he saw the image of success
in the mirror of the mode of Husayn Dost Khan's army. Then
he addressed those present thus: "By the grace of the Great
Conqueror, success will be ours without any doubt." To be brief,
the army of the Nawwab, and the forces of those who longed
to achieve the happiness of meeting Hazrat-i-Ala marched off
outstripping each other and joined together. Considering
the situation, they divided the whole army into two groups; they
Captains Clive and Dal ton pursued the French into a great watercourse
near the French-rock and would have effected a havoc among them
had not Major Lawrence ordered them to stop the pursuit. The French lost
about 30 men; 300 of Chanda Sahibfs troops with 285 horses and an elephant
lay dead on the field. The success on this day might have been much greater,
had the confederate troops acted together in union instead of remaining at a
distance as idle spectators; nor could they be prevailed upon to make a single
charget even when the enemy's cavalry retreated. This inaction proceeded
not from want of bravery, but from the treachery of Murari Rao, who being
at this time in treaty with Chanda Sahib, was unwilling to bring his Mah-
rattas into action and the opinion entertained of their courage was such that
the rest of the allies would not venture to fight without them.
Major Lawrence arrived at Trichinopoly, on the evening of 30th of April
and the next day conferred with the Nawwab and other generals on the
plan of future operations. (Vide Orme, Vol. T, pp. 216-17.)
(1) For a plan of the country of Trichinopoly, see the Gazetteer of the
Trichwopofy District by F. R. Hemingway, pp. 330^—1 (1907>. - .	. .
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